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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 6323 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TBIO, SWEL, JA, SHO, UNESCO, UNGA 
SUBJ: INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON NUCLEAR BOMBINGS OF 
HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI 

REF: TOKYO 18553 

1 . MISSION HAS DISCUSSED PLANNED SYMPOUSIUM ON THE EFFECTS 
OF A-BOMBS ON POPULATIONS OF HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI 
WITH MEMBERS OF UN SECRETARIAT'S DISARMAMENT AFFAIRS 
DIVISION (DAD) WHO HAVE GIVEN US THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION AND CLARIFICATIONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO DAD OFFICIALS, THE UNITED NATIONS IS NOT 
REPEAT NOT SPONSORING, PARTICIPATING, OR COOPERATING IN 
THIS SYMPOUSIUM. UN OFFICIALS ARE AWARE THAT MAJOR 
INITIATOR OF THE SYMPOUSIUM IS GENSUIKYO, WHICH THEY RECOGNIZE 
IS COMMUNIST-AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION. WHILE THE UN PROVIDES 
ASSISTANCE TO ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, IT TRIES TO KEEP ITS 
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DISTANCE FROM SYMPOSIA WITH OBVIOUS POLITICAL ORIENTATION 
WHOSE OBJECTIVES ARE LARGELY PROPAGANDISTIC. 

3. DAD OFFICIAL FURTHER INFORMED US THAT GENSUIKYO 
HAS CONDUCTED ACTIVE CAMPAIGN TO INVOLVE UN IN THE 
PROPOSED SYMPOUSIUM. GENSUIKYO LOBBIED ACTIVELY AND 
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SUCCESSFULLY IN GENEVA THIS SPRING TO HAE COORDINATING 
GROUP OF NGO'S IN FIELD OF DISARMAMENT (CONGO), WHICH HAS 
NO FORMAL STATUS, ADOPT RESOLUTIONS ENDORSING THE PROPOSED 
SYMPOUSIUM. IN OCTOBER, A 40-MAN DELEGATION HEADED BY 
SATO, DESCRIBED AS CHIEF OF GENSUIKYO'S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
SECTION, MET WITH UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL SHEVCHEKO 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF SECRETARIAT TO SEEK UN COOPERATION 
FOR THE SYMPOUSIUM. THE GROUP WAS TOLD THAT THE UN WOULD 
NOT COOPERATE OR PARTICIPATE WITH SYMPOUSIUM EXCEPT TO 
SUPPLY ACADEMIC LITERATURE AND OTHER PUBLIC-SERVICE 
DOCUMENTATION. DAD OFFICIAL EMPHASIZED THAT THE DELEGATION 
WAS RECEIVED "WITH GREAT CARE" TO AVOID ANY POSSIBLE 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS REGARDING THE POSSIBLE UN ROLE. 

4. ACCORDING TO UN SECRETARIAT SOURCE, MAYORS OF HIROSHIMA 
AND NAGASAKI, WHO MET WITH SYG WALDHEIM ON DECEMBER 3, 

DID NOT BRING UP THE SYMPOUSIUM ISSUE. THE MAYORS, 

HE SAID, WERE CONCERNED THAT THEIR RECENT INITIATIVES ON 
BEHALF OF A-BOMB VICTIMS SHOULD NOT BE MIXED UP WITH 
GENSUIKYO ACTIVITIES RE THE PROPOSED SYMPOUSIUM. DAD 
DIRECTOR BJORNERSTEDT IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION TOLD US 
THAT THE MAYORS’ VISIT WAS STRICTLY A COURTESY CALL AND 
THAT NO OPERATIONAL DECISIONS OF ANY KIND INVOLVING THE UN 
ARE PLANNED AS A RESULT OF IT. 
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